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Differentiation and groupings

 Whole class phonics vs ability groups

 Whole school/year group setting

 Individual/paired/group work

 Use of teacher and TA

 Choice of words in sessions ( e.g. aid/rain/ paint/abstain) 



PiRA – Progress in Reading Assessment

Keep a record of:

 Phonic knowledge including alien words – ability to segment and blend

 HFW knowledge – sight vocabulary

 Reading level - fluency

 Guided reading tracking – comprehension



Phonic knowledge tracking
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Phase 3 alien word assessment

Segmenting (d-a-r) Blending (dar)
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Running record analysis









Where?

 In a quiet room (not back of the classroom or a corridor)

 Comfortable, well lit room

 Displays that could help should be removed

 1 child per room at a time

 Treat it like SATs – put signs up to remind people to be quiet when 

moving to assembly, break etc.



Security

 Do not open packs until Monday 11th June

 Phonics screening check materials to be kept secure at all times not 

being used until Friday 22rd June

 Those involved with the test must not share check words with anyone 

not directly involved with the administration e.g. family members, 

staff at school or other schools

 Keep the signed delivery note safe as it will be requested if you 

receive a monitoring visit



What it looks like

 40 words – 20 real and 20 pseudo with a picture

 All lower case



Adaptations – you can…

 Print onto different colour card

 Use colour pictures, black and white pictures or no pictures

 Change the font 

 Change the font size

 Have less words per page

 Remove pictures

 Standard introduction or create their own

 Have rest breaks

 Coloured overlays

 Use sound buttons ******

 Stop before the end if a child is really struggling

 Braille versions available on request 0300 303 3019





Training video

 Y1 phonics screening check training video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IPJ_ZEBh1Bk


Phonics check in action



Let’s have a go!

You will need:

- Copy of 2016 or 2017 phonic screening check

- Copy of official mark sheet

- Recording device e.g mobile phone/dictaphone (not compulsory but very 

useful)

- Highlighter/pencil (for the candidate taking the check)

- Pen (for the administrator of the check)

- TASK – In pairs one of you will be the test administrator and one of you will 

take the role of a pupil taking the check. Just have a go!



Discussion after Phonic Screening Check

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiU6KXmp5bYAhXDLFAKHZKcD5UQjRwIBw&url=https://kr.123rf.com/photo_14513541_thinking-head.html&psig=AOvVaw25B8rr6g1A_CmbaCO7FVg4&ust=1513780878445611


Monitoring visits/moderation

Internal and external

Record and share

You need to have read:

Phonics screening check: check administrators' 

responsibilities

2018 Key stage 1: assessment and reporting 

arrangements (ARA)



Informing parents

 You must report to parents whether a child has met or not met the 

expected standard by the end of the summer term.

 You can choose how to do this

 Tell them what the pass mark was so that they can see how close their 

child was.

 Consider informing parents of extra support that will be put in Y2 for 

those who have not met the standard

 A template for reporting is available on the DfE website 

www.education.gov.uk/ks1

http://www.education.gov.uk/ks1


Data analysis including groups



Y2 retakers



Tracking from YR – Y1 – Y2

 YR - GLD or /emerging/expected/exceeding in reading

 Y1 – pass phonics screening check

 Y2 – working towards/at/exceeding the standard in reading



What to do now…..

 Do you know how many of your children are on track? If not, do some 

assessment – own or mock screening check

 Look at what support/interventions are being provided for those less likely to 

pass

 Are your best teachers teaching those who are struggling?

 Are your guided reading sessions targeting phonic needs?

 Parental workshops

 Homework

 Buddying with other teachers

 Daily alien word challenge



Phase 6 lesson

 phase 6 phonics lesson

https://vimeo.com/66554004


Good luck!


