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Resistor 

Bulb or lamp

Switch 
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OUTCOME FROM TODAY’S SESSION

• To have practical ideas for integrating Design & Technology in the curriculum.

• To develop understanding of the process of design, make, evaluate.

• To develop understanding of the principles of nutrition, and how cooking is a 

life skill.

• To have a clear understanding of health & safety requirements relating to 

Design & Technology.

• To understand how to plan for and assess Design and Technology.



WHAT IS DESIGN TECHNOLOGY?
Design technology is the process of inventing or improving 

things to satisfy the practical needs and solve practical 

problems (Newton 2005).



WHY IS DESIGN TECHNOLOGY SO 
IMPORTANT?
• Encourages pupils to consider design problems.

• Pupils develop a range of practical skills.

• Children can work as part of a team to solve design problems. 

• Pupils develop communication skills through designing and group 

work.

• Provides opportunities for children to be creative.

• It helps to provide contexts for pupils. 

And so much more.



ACCORDING TO THE NATIONAL 
CURRICULUM… 

(The 2014 Primary National Curriculum in England, DfE)



ACCORDING TO THE NATIONAL 
CURRICULUM… 



THE 5 AREAS TO DESIGN TECHNOLOGY

Design and Technology is still divided into five main areas:

1. Designing

2. Making

3. Evaluating 

4. Technical knowledge

5. Cooking and nutrition 



COOKING AND NUTRITION
As part of their work with food, pupils should be taught how to cook 

and apply the principles of nutrition and healthy eating. Instilling a 

love of cooking in pupils, will also open a door to one of the great 

expressions of human creativity.

Learning how to cook is a

crucial life skill that 

enables pupils to feed

themselves and others 

affordably and well, now

and in later life.  

(DfE, 2013)



RISKS ASSESSMENT

Risk assessments are vitally important when 

undertaking any practical tasks.

- It helps to keep the children safe.

- It also helps to keep you safe from negligence.



EXAMPLE OF RISK ASSESSMENT



TASK

Using the planning that you have been given, generate a risk 

assessment in pairs.

Think about:

- What are the hazards that could be involved with the task?

- What equipment are the children using? 

- What measures could be put into place to lower the risk?

- Are there any specific children with needs? How could you 

cater for them?



ASSESSMENT
www.data.org.uk

Chris Quigley 

http://www.data.org.uk/


ASSESSING TASK – YEAR 6 CHILDREN
Your task: 

Using the assessment 

sheet, where would you 

assess the pupil’s work that 

you have?

Are they developing, secure 

or exceeding within that 

unit of work? What are 

your justifications for your 

assessment? Can you 

identify their next steps 

which could have meant 

that they achieved 

exceeding?  



TASK 1 – BUILDING A 
ROMAN CHARIOT 
(LOWER KS2)

National Curriculum Links

Make – select from and use a 

wider range of tools and 

equipment to perform practical 

tasks (for example cutting, 

shaping, joining, and finishing) 

accurately.

Technical knowledge – apply 

their understanding of how to 

strengthen, stiffen and reinforce 

more complex structures. 

TASK 2– MAKING A 
FRUIT SAL AD (KS1)

National curriculum links

Cooking and nutrition

- Use the basic principles of a 

healthy and varied diet to 

prepare dishes.

- Understand where food comes 

from.
For each task:

Working in pairs you need to plan a unit of work 

to get to the end product (use the sugar paper).

Then you need to write a risk assessment for 

that unit of work.

Then make the product.



FINAL TASK

Evaluation

Peer evaluation 

Post It note gallery

Two stars and a wish

Pronged evaluation



HELPFUL RESOURCES

• https://www.data.org.uk/The Design and Technology association.

• Join your local Dt cluster. 

• https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-design-and-

technology-programmes-of-study

https://www.data.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/national-curriculum-in-england-design-and-technology-programmes-of-study

