
Basic Child Safeguarding
All School Personnel



Learning Aim

To develop an awareness of safeguarding children 
and young people, and an ability to act 
appropriately in response to concerns



Learning Outcomes

 Understand what is meant by safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children and young 
people

 Develop an awareness of the legislative and 
procedure framework that guides us

 Identify the various ways children and young 
people may be harmed

 Clarify roles and responsibilities of all staff



Judgements Exercise
Is it ABUSIVE?

Is it NOT ABUSIVE?



Attitudes

 Safeguarding involves judgements

 We will not all agree

 We have to live with uncertainty



Values

 Our personal values and beliefs will influence our 
responses – we must be aware of them and be 
responsible for them.

 The child’s welfare is paramount!



What is safeguarding?











Safeguarding is everybody’s business!

‘Safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children is 
everyone’s responsibility.  Everyone who comes into 

contact with children and their families has a role to play.  
In order to fulfil this responsibility effectively, all 

practitioners should make sure their approach is child-
centred.  This means that they should consider at all times, 

what is in the best interest of the child.’

Keeping Children Safe in Education, 2019



Awareness, Awareness, Awareness!



Who says?

Children Act of 1989

Section 17 – Children in Need

Section 47 – Child Protection



Every Child Matters

 Stay Safe

 Be Healthy

 Enjoy and Achieve

 Achieve Economic Well-Being

 Make a Positive Contribution



Education Legislation

The Education Act 2002

Section 175

Identifies the statutory responsibility for school 
staff to cooperate in safeguarding children



Key Documents

 Your school’s Safeguarding Policy and Child Protection 
Policy and Procedures or Hampshire’s Model Child 
Protection Policy and Procedures

 Working Together to Safeguard Children 2018

 Keeping Children Safe in Education September 2019

 Guidance for Safer Working Practice for Adults who 
Work with Children and Young People



Why You?

These reports and guidance tell us that SCHOOLS are 
best equipped to provide EARLY help when it comes to 

safeguarding children!



Increasing vulnerability

Whole systems approach
Continuum of need

Child In Need – Sec 17

Child in Need of Protection – Sec 47

Specialist Assessment
Early Assessment

Such as CAF



Child Protection

4 Types of Abuse

Physical Abuse

Emotional Abuse

Sexual Abuse

Neglect



What is abuse?



What is abuse?

Abuse: a form of maltreatment of a child. Somebody 
may abuse or neglect a child by inflicting harm or by 
failing to act to prevent harm. Children may be abused 
in a family or in an institutional or community setting 
by those known to them or, more rarely, by others. 
Abuse can take place wholly online, or technology may 
be used to facilitate offline abuse. They may be abused 
by an adult or adults or by another child or children. 

Keeping Children Safe in Education 2019



Activity - What does it look like?



Signs and Indicators of Abuse

 Cannot be used as checklists

 Think about context - one off versus on-going

 Age of child

 Crossover between categories

 Other explanations - medical/family issues

 Keep an open mind



Definitions – Physical Abuse

Hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning or 
scalding, drowning, suffocating or otherwise 

causing physical harm to a child.

Physical harm may also be caused when a parent or 
carer fabricates the symptoms of, or deliberately 

induces illness in a child.



Definitions – Emotional Abuse

Persistent emotional maltreatment of a child such as to 
cause severe and persistent adverse effects on the child’s 

emotional development.

It may involve conveying to children they are worthless or 
unloved, inadequate, or valued only in so far as they meet 

the needs of another person. 

It may include not giving the child opportunities to express 
their views, deliberately silencing them or ‘making fun’ of 

what they say or how they communicate.



Definitions – Emotional Abuse

It may feature age or developmentally inappropriate expectations 
being imposed on children.

These may include interactions that are beyond the child’s 
developmental capability, as well as overprotection and limitation of 

exploration and learning, or preventing the child’s participation in 
normal social interaction.

It may also involve seeing or hearing the ill-treatment of another.  It 
may involve serious bullying (including cyber-bullying), causing 

children frequently to feel frightened or in danger, or the exploitation 
or corruption of children.



Definitions – Sexual Abuse
Forcing or enticing a child or young person to take 
part in sexual activities, not necessarily involving a 
high level of violence, whether or not the child is 

aware of what is happening.

The activities may involve physical contact, 
including assault by penetration (e.g. rape or oral 

sex) or non-penetrative acts such as masturbation, 
kissing, rubbing and touching outside the clothing.



Definitions – Sexual Abuse

They may also include non-contact activities, such 
as involving children in looking at, or the production 

of, sexual images, watching sexual activities, 
encouraging children to behave in sexually 
inappropriate ways, or grooming a child in 

preparation for abuse Sexual abuse can take place 
online, and technology can be used to facilitate 

offline abuse.



Definitions - Neglect

Persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical 
and/or psychological needs, likely to result in the 

serious impairment of the child’s health or 
development. 

Neglect may occur during pregnancy as a result of 
maternal substance abuse.



Definitions - Neglect
Once a child is born, neglect may involve a parent or carer 

failing to provide adequate food and clothing, shelter 
including exclusion from home or abandonment.

Failure to protect a child from physical and emotional harm 
or danger.

Failure to ensure adequate supervision including the use of 
inadequate caregivers.

Failure to ensure access to appropriate medical care or 
treatment.

It may include neglect of, or unresponsiveness to, a child’s 
basic emotional needs.



Who is particularly vulnerable?



The Trigger Trio

Domestic Abuse

Parental Mental Health

Parental Substance Abuse



Domestic Abuse

1 in 3 child protection cases shows a history of domestic 
violence to the mother.

Domestic Abuse can take a number of forms:

Psychological 

Physical 

Sexual 

financial 

Emotional



Mental Illness

 Children of parents with mental illness may be:
 separated again and again from a parent who needs to go into 

hospital for treatment

 living with a parent who is very unwell and treated at home

 unsure of their relationship with the parent with a mental illness

 not looked after properly

 having to look after an ill parent, or are taking care of brothers and 
sisters

 teased or bullied by others

 hearing unkind things being said about their ill parent

 upset, frightened, worried by, or ashamed of their parent's illness or 
behaviour at times



Substance Abuse

 70% of children taken into care have parents who 
are suspected of substance abuse.

 Suffer lack of:
 Boundaries

 Discipline

 Stability

 Increased risk of violence



Disabled Children

 Disabled children represent approximately 3% of the total children's 
population (Department of Health, 2000).

 Need for personal care can leave children more vulnerable to abuse

 Lack of opportunity to express their views

 Very dependent and therefore easily targeted

 Can be keen to please and therefore easily coerced

 May have an impaired capacity to resist or avoid abuse

 May be inhibited about complaining because of a fear of losing services



Disabled Children
3.8 times more likely to be neglected

3.1 times more likely to be sexually abused

3.8 times more likely to be physically abused

3.9 times more likely to experience emotional maltreatment

Sullivan and Knutson 2000

The Ofsted deputy chief inspector, John Goldup, said: "Research suggests 
that disabled children, sadly, are more likely to be abused than children 
without disabilities. Yet they are less likely than other children to be 
subject to child protection.”

Guardian August 2012

(Ofsted thematic inspection 2012)



Other vulnerable children

 Children in Care
 Young carers
 Homeless/threat of homelessness
 Children within the Court System
 Children with family members in prison
 Pupil with medical conditions
 Privately fostered
 Children missing or absent from education
 Cultural/faith – honour based violence, forced 

marriages, Female genital mutilation



Female Genital Mutilation

Section 5B of the Female Genital 
Mutilation Act 2003 (as inserted by section 
74 of the Serious Crime Act 2015) places a 
statutory duty upon teachers along with 
regulated health and social care 
professionals in England and Wales, to 
report to the police where they discover 
(either through disclosure by the victim or 
visual evidence) that FGM appears to have 
been carried out on a girl under 18. 

Those failing to report such cases will face 
disciplinary sanctions.







Peer on peer abuse

• Bullying (including cyberbullying)
• Physical abuse such as hitting, kicking, shaking, 

biting, hair pulling, or otherwise causing physical 
harm

• Sexual violence, such as rape, assault by 
penetration and sexual assault

• Sexual harassment such as sexual comments, 
remarks, jokes & online harassment

• Upskirting
• Sexting
• Initiation/hazing type violence and rituals



Missing, Exploited, Trafficked Children (MET)

• Patterns of missing education?
• Consider exploitation
• Consider child carers
• Affected by substance misuse?
• Single pattern days? Particular lessons?
• Local knowledge?
• Parental awareness/reporting?
• Continuous missing days?



Child Sexual Exploitation
Definition: Sexual Exploitation  (KCSIE, 2019))

It occurs when individuals or groups take advantage of  an 
imbalance of power to coerce, manipulate or deceive a child or 
young person (under 18) into sexual activity

- in exchange for something the victim needs or wants
- for the financial advantage or increased status of the 

perpetrator or facilitator 

• Violence, coercion and intimidation are common
• The victim may have been exploited even if act appears 

consensual
• It does not always involve physical contact (can take place via 

technology)



Child Criminal Exploitation: County Lines

Criminal exploitation of children geographically -
across county lines activities such as drug 
networks or where gangs groom and exploit 
children and young people to carry drugs or 
money from urban to suburban/rural areas, 
market and seaside towns.  

Key to identifying potential involvement in county 
lines activity is episodes of missing from 
education.



Child trafficking and modern slavery

A process that is a combination of 
• Movement (including within the UK)
• Control, through harm/threat of harm or 

fraud
• For the purpose of exploitation.

Most commonly within UK



Social Networking



‘The use of technology has become a significant 
component of many safeguarding issues.  Child sexual 
exploitation; radicalisation; sexual predation: technology 
often provided the platform that facilitates harm.’   

Keeping Children Safe in Education, 2019

Categorised into three main areas of risk:
 Content
 Contact
 Conduct

We have a responsibility to teach about online safety.



Information and support
There is a wealth of information available to support schools 

and colleges to keep children safe online. 

The following is not exhaustive but should provide a useful starting point: 

 www.thinkuknow.co.uk 

 www.disrespectnobody.co.uk 

 www.saferinternet.org.uk 

 www.internetmatters.org 

 www.childnet.com/cyberbullying-guidance 

 www.pshe-association.org.uk 

 educateagainsthate.com 

 www.gov.uk/government/publications/the-use-of-social-media-for-online-
radicalisation 

 www.gov.uk/government/organisations/uk-council-for-internet-safety



Prevent Duty

Schools have a duty under section 26 of the Counter-
Terrorism and Security Act 2015, in the exercise of their 
functions, to have

“due regard to the need to prevent people from being drawn 
into terrorism”. 

This duty is known as the Prevent Duty - paragraphs 57-76 of 
the Revised Prevent duty guidance: for England and Wales 
are concerned with schools.



Prevent Duty

 It is intended to help schools and childcare providers think 
about what they can do to protect children from the risk of 
radicalisation and suggests how they can access support to 
do this.

 Linked to UK’s counter-terrorism strategy, CONTEST 
(prevent, pursue, protect, prepare)



Prevent Duty

 Channel is a key element of the Prevent Strategy.

 It is a process of safeguarding individuals by assessing their 
vulnerability to being drawn into terrorism.

http://course.ncalt.com/Channel_General_Awareness/01/index
.html

https://educateagainsthate.com/

http://course.ncalt.com/Channel_General_Awareness/01/index.html
https://educateagainsthate.com/


What is a DSL?
Designated Safeguarding Lead

Designated person to take responsibility for dealing 
with child protection issues, providing advice and 

support to other staff, liaising with the local authority, 
and working with other agencies.



What is MY responsibility?

‘Everyone in the education service shares an 
objective to help keep children and young people 

safe by contributing to providing a safe 
environment for children and young people to 

learn, identifying children and young people who 
are suffering or likely to suffer significant harm, and 

taking appropriate action with the aim of making 
sure children are kept safe both at home and in the 

education setting.’



What should you do?





Responding to Concerns

Always make TIME to STOP and LISTEN



Why don’t children tell?

• Fear of retaliation (to them or abuser)
• Fear no one will believe them
• Fear they or someone else will get in trouble
• Feel embarrassed or guilty



Responding to Concerns

 Don’t promise to keep things to yourself

 Don’t ask leading questions

 Don’t place fault or blame

 Don’t ask why

 Don’t promise it will be alright



Responding to Concerns

 Take what the child says seriously

 Inform the child you need to share the    

information with someone else

 Let the child give their own account

 Ask what, when, where and how  

 Tell the child what will happen next



Responding to Concerns

 I want to help so this is what I am going to do next.

 Thank you for telling me.

 I’m sorry this has happened.



Recording

Use child’s exact words – contemporaneous, verbatim 
record!

Record date, time, place and sign it!



Next…
 Talk to your DSL or manager as soon as possible 

to identify next steps.

 Follow through – do what you told the child you 
would do.

 Make time to talk to your DSL, head teacher or 
trusted colleague about how YOU are feeling 
about what has happened.



What to do if you suspect
a colleague

 Talk to your Head Teacher or Chair of Governors

 Role of the LADO



Why do we care?

Abuse has long term effects!
Poor relationships
Inability to trust
Risky behaviour

Depression
Anxiety

Increased risk of offending
Suicide



Call Hantsdirect!

When in doubt – talk to your DSL! 01329 225379

csprofessional@hants.gov.uk
The out of hours number is 0845 6004555



Awareness is key!

Children count on us!

When in doubt – talk to your DSL!


