
1 | P a g e  
 

 
School Centered Initial 
Teacher Training (SCITT) 
PGCE Primary   

Assignment Handbook 

(2020-21) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 | P a g e  
 

Studying towards the PGCE and towards becoming a teacher 
 

The University of Winchester PGCE primary programmes support a view that teaching is both a ‘craft 

and a profession’ (Kirk 2011), learnt inside and outside the classroom, building on and reflecting on 

existing and emerging knowledge and evidence bases.    This professional approach respects the 

necessity for a partnership between the University and schools, and identifies a strong relationship 

between the enhancement of practice through study, discussion, reflection and through practice 

itself. 

On the PGCE programme, there are three focused study opportunities, described as ‘modules’: 

What do we teach? Perspectives on curriculum and pedagogy 

How do we teach? Research informed teaching 

Who do we teach? Respectful and inclusive classrooms 

Each of these focused study opportunities will be supported by University based input, enabling you 

to: 

 Develop knowledge and understanding of material relevant to children, teaching, learning 

and schooling, and education, from research/ theory/ policy and practice 

 Extend your disposition to, and application of, learning and study, which embraces skills of 

analysis and reflection, preparing you for varied practice environments and changing policy 

and practice 

 Secure scholarly engagement with the study of education; assessed through Masters level 

credit 

Each of the three focused study opportunities culminates in the completion and submission of an 

assignment, details of which can be found on the following pages. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
KIrk, G. (2011) It's not craft or profession. Teachers without both skills will be a walking disaster  
Times Educational Supplement   
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General advice regarding writing assignments on the PGCE 
 

This handbook provides details of the three assignments you are required to successfully complete 

to be awarded a PGCE, and some programme specific guidance about submission and word count. In 

addition, you should read advice about academic regulations in the following University policies 

available on Canvas:  

Academic Regulations for Taught Programmes 

Assessment Regulations 

Academic Misconduct Policy 

Extenuating Circumstances Policy 

The Faculty of EHSC Guidelines for Written Assignments (detailed advice including Faculty 

conventions regarding Harvard Referencing)  

How your programme supports writing at Master’s level (level 7) 

As part of your introduction to the programme, you will be given guidance to support your thinking 

and writing at level 7. In addition, further support will be available from university tutors.  Students 

are encouraged to engage positively with the processes of developing thinking and writing about 

their new profession, for example through the use of generic study guides, material from Canvas and 

through the active use of feedback from previous assignments. Assignment feedback should also 

inform on-going action plans. 

Word count 

Assignments are given a word count which is matched to the assignment design and to the 

expectations set out in the PGCE Definitive Course Document. Students must adhere to the word 

count for any assignment sections given by tutors in assignment briefs. Writing must not exceed the 

maximum given for any one part of an assignment, but we do not set a minimum. The following are 

counted as part of the total word count: 

1) The written commentary of the assignment from the introduction to the conclusion 

including headings (if appropriate to the content) 

2) All citations and quotations that are included in the main body of the text 

The following are not counted as part of the total word count: 

1) The bibliography 

2) The title 

3) Quotations that are separated from your commentary by indentations because they exceed 

30 words (However, students are advised to consider the need for direct quotation either 

embedded in their sentences or in long quotes. Information in the Faculty of EHSC 

Assignment Guidance will help you with this.) 

4) Tables, diagrams and figures and their titles (These should be included only if they actively 

enhance your commentary and are explicitly referred to) 



4 | P a g e  
 

5) Appended material; although an amount of this may be governed by specification in the 

assignment brief 

Students must include a word count on the final page of their assignment after the concluding 

paragraph. Failure to do so may result in a reduction in your mark. Where the assignment is a 

presentation, the same applies to keeping within the designated timings. 

Submission and return dates 
 

Submission is online at times stipulated by the Programme Administrator.  This information will be 

posted on Canvas. 

Students are expected to submit a completed and signed assignment feedback cover sheet on which 

they have recorded how they have responded to feedback from previous assignments, where 

appropriate. 

Assignment Type and length Hand-in Marked by 

What do we teach? 

Perspectives on 

curriculum and 

pedagogy 

Essay 

4000 word assignment  (max)    

26.10.20 PGCE tutor 

team 

How do we teach? 

Research informed 

teaching 

Essay 

4000 word assignment (max) 

15.2.21 Curriculum 

tutors 

Who do we teach? 

Respectful and 

inclusive classrooms 

Presentation  7.6.21 PGCE tutor 

team 

 

Marking Criteria 

All assignments are marked to common PGCE criteria available on Canvas.                                                                                                                                      
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What do we teach? Perspectives on curriculum and pedagogy 

 

Engaging with this area of study and completing the assignment will enable you to achieve the 

following learning outcomes: 

 comprehensive understanding of debates about curriculum development 

 explain some of the advantages and disadvantages that curriculum frameworks offer 

 critically engage with current research on how children’s learning and development is at the 

forefront of curriculum development    

Assignment brief 

The submission for this assignment is a 4000-word essay, including a case study, focussing on 

curriculum design.  You will analyse how schools design a school curriculum that meets the needs of 

the children.  

Title: Discuss the advantages and limitations of cross-curricular and subject-focussed approaches to 

the primary curriculum  

The essay will include: 

 a discussion of theoretical approaches to curriculum design – what different approaches are 

used to develop knowledge, skills, concepts and ideas?   

 an explanation of the advantages of and disadvantages of cross-curricular and subject-

focussed approaches  

 reflections on your own planning on placement – did you use an integrated and/or single 

subject? why? what was the impact on the children’s learning and on your own subject 

knowledge understanding?   

 

Further guidance and detail about the essay will be provided during the programme. 

Reading to support the assignment 

Literature to support the assignment and this will be found on the relevant Canvas pages. 
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How we teach? Research informed teaching  
 

Engaging with this area of study and completing the assignment will enable you to achieve the 

following learning outcomes: 

 understanding of effective pedagogy through the analysis of learning and teaching in the 

curriculum 

 originality in the application of knowledge to an area of the curriculum and children’s 

learning and be able to critique findings using current research evidence 

 use established techniques of research and enquiry to critique their subject and pedagogical 

knowledge, and critically reflect on the implications for future practice 

Assignment brief 

Title:  an individually designed study into an area of history, computing, physical 
education, or science education, relevant to your professional practice and development.     
 

You are asked to identify and investigate an aspect of professional practice which is: 

 classroom based 

 includes reflections and evaluations of observations 

 provides insight into your practice 

 

You will spend time in school developing a study into your own classroom practice, in an area of 

education, working with a small group, or small groups of children.  The assignment is written up as 

a report of a school-based study, and presented in the following way: 

 
 An abstract summarising the study and implications for practice. (Up to 250 words which 

are not included in the word count) 
 

 A rationale and literature review: This should provide a clear context and justification for the 
area of professional study and include some critical analysis of current research and thinking 
around the chosen study (up to 1,500 words) 

 
 An outline of what was done in the study: This should include how the study was carried out, 

why this approach was chosen and how the focus group or groups were chosen. This must 
include how any ethical issues were addressed (approximately 300-500 words)  

 
 Discussion and findings: The outcomes of the study should be clearly and appropriately 

presented, and these findings discussed and critically analysed with reference to relevant 
literature and research. (approximately 1,500-2,000 words) 
 

 A conclusion which clearly identifies implications of the study on your own classroom 
practice (approximately 3-500 words) 

 
 An appendix of relevant material – detail to be provided 
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Further guidance and detail, including possible areas of investigation, will be provided during the 

programme. 

Reading to support the assignment 

Literature to support the assignment and this will be found on the relevant Canvas pages. 

Who do we teach? Respectful and inclusive classrooms 
 

 

Engaging with this area of study and completing the assignment will enable you to achieve the 

following learning outcomes:  

 self-direction and autonomy when applying understanding of the curriculum, inclusive 

education and pedagogy 

 make sound judgements on how to design responsive learning opportunities that meet the 

child’s learning needs through effective pedagogy 

 clearly communicate actions and the child’s learning progress to an audience and critically 

reflect upon implications for their future professional practice 

Assignment brief 

Title: A case study of one child with additional needs.   

 

The submission for this assignment is a ten-minute presentation focusing on a case study completed 

during your time in school. The aim of your ten-minute presentation is to present a critical analysis 

of your teacherly understanding of pupil progress for your case study child with additional needs in 

an inclusive environment.  

The presentation will include: 

- a brief outline of the child’s strengths/interests and areas of need 

- detailed analysis of the work you completed with your case study child 

- reference to inclusive practice and pupil progress linked to your case study 

- some consideration of challenges and tensions 

- discussion regarding your own future teaching practice (related to assignment focus) 

The presentation should demonstrate: 

- that you have an understanding of meeting children’s additional needs and enabling pupil 

progress within the context of an inclusive environment 

- that you have an understanding of the complexities inherent in promoting pupil progress 

within an inclusive environment 
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- that where relevant, you can critically analyse the generalisable aspects of your main points, 

beyond the specificity of your case study pupil 

- that you have an awareness of the current policy, legislation and up-to-date theory 

Further guidance and detail for the case study and presentation will be presented during the 

programme. 

Reading to support the assignment 

Literature to support the assignment and this will be found on the relevant Canvas pages. 

 

 

 


