
ADHD; Autism; Behaviour, emotional 
& social difficulties; Dyslexia, 

Speech & language communication 
needs; visual impairment.



Specific Learning Difficulty 

• An umbrella term covering  a 
wide range of identifiable 
difficulties, usually inherent, 
that an individual may present 
with. 

• When these difficulties are 
clustered together, often more 
definitive sub-sets are used 
such as ‘dyslexia’, 
‘dyscalculia’,‘ADHD’ etc.



ADHD- Attention Deficit Hyperactivity 
Disorder

• A specific learning 
difficulty typically 
presenting as 
exceptionally low 
concentration span, 
poor working memory, 
limited organisational 
skills with extreme 
impulsivity.



ADD –Attention Deficit Disorder 

• A specific learning 
difficulty typically 
presenting as 
exceptionally low 
concentration span, 
poor working memory, 
daydreaming / 
procrastination and 
slower thinking through 
of concepts, questions 
etc.



ASD –Autistic Spectrum Condition

• A psychological 
condition presenting 
itself in a variety of 
forms (Autism, Asperger 
Syndrome, Pervasive 
Development Disorder 
– Not Otherwise 
Specified), 

• typically including 
specific learning 
difficulties centred 
around limited 
empathy, fixated / 
literal thinking, limited 
ability to interpret 
language, limited ability 
to engage in a variety of 
social situations / 
experiences etc.



Attachment Disorder 

• A range of difficulties typically 
affecting mood, adherence to 
social norms and social 
relationships arising from a 
failure to form normal 
attachments to primary 
caregivers during early 
childhood (0-3 years).

• Also has causative link to 
incidences of abuse, neglect, 
sudden separation from / 
changes in caregivers during 
early childhood.



Pervasive Developmental Disorder



Dyslexic Tendencies

• A specific learning 
difficulty typically 
presenting itself in one or 
more of the main areas of 
literacy – namely reading 
and spelling. 

• Students will have 
difficulties with working 
memory and often 
organisational skills. 

• A commonly used 
indicator is where there is 
a clear discrepancy 
between literacy skills 
and intelligence / general 
ability – though students 
of all ability levels may 
have dyslexia.



BESD -Behaviour, Emotional and Social 
Difficulty

• A range of difficulties 
typically presenting as 
exceptional limitations 
in an ability to 
recognise and manage 
emotions linked in with 
a persistent inability to 
engage constructively in 
a variety of social 
situations / experiences 
etc.





Any Questions on disorders you 
have experienced?  


